The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
This attack was to be carried out by the loth Army, whilst the 8th and iath Armies and the Southern Army Groups were to keep up the pressure on the enemy.
The operations of the loth Army required that its flank should be protected on the north from attack from the railway from Riga to Dvinsk, which is a junction for several lines from the north-east and east, and also from any movement from the Polotzk-Molodetchno and Orsha-Borissov-Minsk lines. The Niemen Army was to continue its advance with Dvinsk as the objective, whilst a strong contingent of cavalry advanced towards the two railway lines mentioned above.
According to this plan the Russian front facing the loth and Niemen Armies, which, although continuous, was weak to the north-east of Kovno, would be pierced; that is, it would be forced back through Vilna to Dvinsk, whilst the cavalry divisions advanced on Polotzk-Minsk,
The question remained whether the operations would still be profitable now that the Russians had retreated so far to the east. There was no doubt that every day's delay made the prospects less promising. I considered whether we should not content ourselves with a thrust through Olita-Orany on Lida. I rejected this idea, because all similar endeavours during the past summer campaign to accomplish an outflanking movement had been unsuccessful. Accordingly, I still pinned my faith to the bigger scheme, because its success would bring a more substantial reward. In this case also we were compelled to take a leap in the dark. It was clear that the loth Army needed reinforcements, and the troops which had been investing Novo Georgievsk were employed for that purpose.
The 8th and I2th Armies had closed in on each other during the operations, and we could withdraw divisions, in addition to those already earmarked for the West. They were conveyed to Kovno, and from thence they were assigned to the left wing of the loth or the right wing of the 8th Army.
Meanwhile the loth Army had been heavily attacked from Vilna. The enemy had brought reinforcements from Poland to the north. In the hope of turning the enemy's flank, the loth
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